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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
 

 

Dear Families of St. Josephs, 

 

As we enter the final 20 days of the school year, our school community is preparing for a very 

busy and exciting stretch filled with many wonderful activities for our students. In the weeks ahead, 

children will participate in Track and Field meets, engaging field trips, our Grade 6/7 Marketplace, 

Fine Arts Night, and many other opportunities that celebrate learning, creativity, teamwork, and 

school spirit. These experiences help create lasting memories and are an important part of the vibrant life of our 

Catholic school community. 

 

At the same time, we remind our students that summer vacation has not yet begun. These final weeks remain 

important learning days, and we encourage all students to continue staying focused, organized, and committed to 

their classroom responsibilities and daily routines. Finishing the school year with perseverance, gratitude, and a 

positive attitude is a wonderful way to honour the many gifts God has given us throughout the year. 

 

We are also very pleased to introduce Mrs. Ana Lucia Naranjo Bastidas, who has been hired as our new part-time 

Administrative Assistant. This transition comes as Mrs. Sullivan reduces her schedule to two days a week 

beginning this August. Ana moved to the Island last year from Toronto and already has strong connections to our 

school community as a parent of two children attending our school. She brings extensive professional experience 

from her work with CIBC and Scotiabank, as well as a Master’s Degree in Linguistics. Ana will begin training a 

few days a week in June and will formally begin her new role on August 24th. We warmly welcome Ana to our 

staff and look forward to the many gifts, talents, and experiences she will bring to our school community. 

 

Have a great weekend!  

 

 
In Gratitude, 

Glen Palahicky  
Principal, St. Joseph’s Elementary 

 

St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and 
pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of 
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the 

land continues today.  
Phone: (250) 479-1232 - Fax: (250) 479-1907 

Email: sjv@cisdv.bc.ca 
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SAVE THE DATE: PARENT EDUCATION NIGHT  
Topic: Navigating Picky Eating and Packing School Lunches 

Date: Wednesday, May 27 

Time: 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location: Online via Microsoft Teams (Link provided upon registration) 

Registration: https://tinyurl.com/yvecc4dj 

 

On behalf of the school’s newly formed Nutrition Committee, we are pleased to invite you to a free, 

interactive online session focused on promoting healthy eating habits in our community. 

 

Are you struggling with picky eating or feeling unsure about how to pack nutritious school lunches? This 

session, led by a Public Health Dietitian, will provide practical tools and simple strategies to support your 

children without pressure. 

 

Speaker Info: Erica Camfferman is a Public Health Dietitian at Island Health. She is passionate about 

supporting families and caregivers to nurture healthy relationships with food. She seeks to blend evidence-

based recommendations with practical, real-world approaches  

 

 

 

FREEZIE SALE 
Thursday, May 28

th

 

Bring your toonies and see the poster below for all the dates. Thanks for supporting 

the grade 7’s.  

 

 

 

VISSA TRACK MEET 
Friday, May 29

th 

Good luck to all our track and field athletes – Go Timberwolves!  
 

 

 

 

USED UNIFORM SALE  

Wednesday, June 5th at 8:40am  
Are you looking for a certain item or size? Please email 

teresasalema@yahoo.com and she will do her best to track it down for you! 

 

 

 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Grades 4-7  

Tuesdays & Thursdays  

After school in the primary learning support room 2:40-3:10 

 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/yvecc4dj
mailto:teresasalema@yahoo.com


 

 

THE TIKI TIKI FUN FAIR IS COMING!   
Easy volunteer hours. Big impact. Minimal effort! 

Sign up below and be part of the fun! 
https://signup.com/go/ozosgaf 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER CELEBRATION  
To celebrate our long-term and frequent volunteers who have committed their time to our 

school community throughout the year, we would like to invite you to a special Volunteer 

Appreciation Event. 
When: June 10, 2026  

Where: School Gym (Assembly, 9:30) followed by the Library (Reception, 9:45-10:30) 

We are so grateful for the ongoing partnership you provide. Your steady commitment is the backbone of 

our extra programs, and we can’t wait to celebrate you! 

 

 
 

 

DEADLINE FOR SIGNING IS MAY 30TH 

IMPORTANT: 2026/2027 FAMILY PAYMENT SCHEDULES 
The 2026/2027 Family Payment Schedules are now ready for signing. Due to recent changes in 

our standard procedures, all schedules must be signed in person at our office. 

 

Office Visit Details 

• When: Tuesday – Friday (please note the office will be closed Friday, May 8th and 15th). 

• Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

• What to Bring: Updated banking information (even if it has not changed since last year). 

 

Note on Banking Info: Please provide a void cheque or a pre-authorized debit form. For security and 

verification, the document must show all names associated with the account. 

 

Requirements at Signing 

1. Review the Attached Letter: Please read the attached letter from Head Office for specific 

completion details. 

2. Parent Involvement Payment: This must be paid at the time of signing.  

We accept the following methods: 

o Post-dated cheque 

o Debit or Credit 

o E-transfer 

 

Special Considerations 

• Extended Hours: If you cannot visit during regular business hours (8–4), please contact me directly. 

I am happy to accommodate later appointments upon request. 

• High School Families: If you also have a child enrolled at the High School, you will only need to sign 

there.  

 
 

 

https://signup.com/go/ozosgaf


PSG is looking to fill 2 volunteer positions: Treasurer and Hot Lunch Coordinator. Training will be given to 

anyone interested. These roles count as your yearly volunteer hours. Please email sjv-psg@cisdv.bc.ca if 

you want to join the team! 

 

mailto:sjv-psg@cisdv.bc.ca


 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE LSC 
The Local School Council will hold it's AGM on May 26th at 6:30 pm. Voting will take place to select new 

members to the Local School Council.  

We have been blessed with five nominees who have stepped forward to serve our school community. We 

give thanks for their willingness to offer their time, gifts, and talents in service of others. Each candidate 

brings God-given strengths, perspectives and experience that will help guide and support our school. 

We encourage you to learn more about the candidates by reading their biographical sketches below. 
 

 

Tiffany Campbell 

Tiffany Campbell is a dedicated parent and educator, and the mother of two children currently attending 

St. Joseph’s Elementary School: Hunter, who is in Kindergarten, and Everly, who is in Grade 3 and has 

been part of the school community since Kindergarten. 

Tiffany is a member of St. Joseph the Worker Parish, where she has been an active participant for several 

years. After completing the Lower Island RCIA program, she was recently baptized and officially welcomed 

into the Catholic Church at Easter. Her growing faith has led her to become more involved in parish life, 

including volunteering with the Cookie Ministry and Coffee Ministry. She has also previously served as a 

volunteer teacher for the Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

 

Within the school community, Tiffany has been an involved and committed parent since her children began 

attending. For the 2025–2026 school year, she serves on the Parent Support Group (PSG) Executive as 

Treasurer. In this role, she has contributed significantly to the organization and execution of school 

fundraising initiatives, volunteering her time and energy to support a wide range of events that benefit the 

school community. 

Professionally, Tiffany is a Teacher Librarian at Royal Bay Secondary in the Sooke School District. She 

brings over 15 years of experience in education, having taught at the elementary, middle, and secondary 

levels in both public and private school settings. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in French with a minor in 

Mathematics, as well as a Bachelor of Secondary Education. In addition, she has earned a Montessori 

Elementary Teaching Certificate and a Master’s degree in Library and Information Sciences. Her 

professional experience reflects a strong commitment to student learning, collaboration, and educational 

leadership. 

 

Tiffany is passionate about education, faith, and community, and is committed to supporting the continued 

growth and success of St. Joseph’s Elementary School. 
 

 

Karol Dworkowski 

My name is Karol Dworkowski, my daughter Aria Dworkowski is attending St Joseph for her second year, 

Aria is in Miss Buckies Kindergarten class. 

 

I am a devoted Catholic father with strong family values and desire to be involved in my daughters 

education. So much so we commute from Sooke everyday for her to be a part of St Joseph. We are 

parishioners of St Rosa Lima, Aria also attends catechism classes through our church. We have a 2 year 

old son that God willing will attend pre-school in St. Joseph. My wife Natalia and I really appreciate this 

school and its Catholic values and we are very grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this school.  

I am a licensed heavy-duty mechanic who has been in sales since 2011 and most recently a business 

owner of an online heavy equipment consignment company since 2020 with 12 Employees across 

Canada. I believe I have lots of value to add to the school Council. 

 

 



Johanna Osborne 

parish membership ~ Saint Joseph The Worker  

diocesan/parish/civic involvement ~ SARHS's PSG, Creative Content for SJ/SARHS,  

occupation ~ Filmmaker-Photographer-Producer, Artist/Creative Content Maker, Instructor, Business 

Owner 

 

My talents include creative brainstorming, intelligent and thoughtful discernment, shaping a vision in a 

tangible direction and storytelling mirroring the Best Author Ever. I am capable of producing creative 

content (photography, film, creative writing), fashioning spirit-filled events (retreats, arts festivals, 

workshops, collaborations), directing fundraising and excellent curriculum, and fighting the good fight in 

the name and truth of Jesus and His Church, however that may need to be fulfilled by the Precious Holy 

Spirit. 
 

 

Lucie Tica 

I am writing to express my sincere interest in serving as a member of the LSC at St. Joseph’s Elementary 

School. As a dedicated community member with a firm commitment to educational excellence, I am 

confident that my background and devotion will allow me to contribute significantly to the board’s work. 

 

My family and I are actively involved in the parish communities of St. Joseph’s the Worker and St. Leopold 

Mandic. We regularly support food collections, volunteer at fundraising events, participate in outreach to 

older people through social activities such as bocce, and contribute to parish cultural initiatives, including 

folklore celebrations. These experiences have strengthened our bonds within the community and 

deepened my commitment to service. 

 

I hold a BA in Christian Spirituality and have worked as a writer for an upcoming newspaper portal. Also, I 

hold a certificate as an Educational Assistant, and serve as a backup, which has helped me develop skills 

in teaching, leadership, and creative problem-solving. My part-time job in construction administration at a 

consulting company, along with previous work experience, has given me practical knowledge in budgeting 

and collaborative decision-making. 
 

 

Genevieve Vuksic 

My name is Genevieve Vuksic, I was born and raised in Woodbridge, VA. After high school I moved to 

Montreal to attend McGill’s School of Music where I met my husband, Timothy. We married in 2017 and in 

2020 we moved to Victoria for my husband’s work. We have two children together, Catherine and Royce. 

Catherine is five and in kindergarten at St. Joe’s while her little brother Royce is 3 and goes to St. Joe’s 

Preschool for two days a week. 

 

We are registered at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, though we sometimes attend mass at St. Andrew’s 

Cathedral and St. John Henry Newman in Esquimalt. At Sacred Heart, I run the Moms and Tots Playgroup 

once a month and most Sundays I also help teach the Signs of Grace Catechism classes after mass. Since 

the birth of my oldest, most of my time has been focused on raising my children. In the past I have taught 

private double bass lessons, offered music coaching, and performed professionally. 

 

 



 









 
 



 
 



NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY 

 

 

BURSARIES AND AWARDS APPLICATIONS OPEN 
Applications are now being accepted for bursaries and awards offered by the Diocese of Victoria to 

outstanding students and educators.  The deadline for applications is July 15th.  More information and 

application forms are available at the following links: 

  
The Jawl Bundon LLP Bursary ($2500): for a grade 12 Catholic student who has been accepted to a post-

secondary institution.  Preference will be given to Indigenous students, and to students who live outside of 

Greater Victoria and Nanaimo. 

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/jawl-bundon-bursary 
  

The Char Deslippe Memorial Award ($500): for a teacher working in Island Catholic Schools or a parish 

catechist serving in children, youth or adult ministry. 

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/char-deslippe-award 

  

 

GRIEF TO GRACE RETREAT 
Grief to Grace is hosting their next retreat in Canada on September 22 – 27 in Kelowna.  This is a program 

rooted in our Catholic faith. Designed to express the healing ministry of Jesus Christ, it is an integrated 

healing process of the body, mind, and spirit using the principles of trauma-informed care. It helps those 

who have endured abuse to find healing for neglect, abandonment, physical, emotional, sexual, clerical, 

and spiritual abuse, whether in childhood, adolescence, or as an adult. The deadline for the intake process 

is June 15. 
For more info visit: www.grieftogracecanada.org 

Email: grieftogracekelowna@gmail.com 

Or confidential call at: 250-808-6403 

  

 

INVITATION: WORLD YOUTH DAY SEOUL 2027 PILGRIMAGE 

We are excited to begin exploring interest in forming a group from across our diocese to attend World 

Youth Day 2027 in Seoul, South Korea! World Youth Day (WYD) is a powerful international gathering of 

young Catholics, offering an opportunity for prayer, cultural exchange, and a meaningful encounter with 

Christ and the universal Church alongside the Holy Father. It is often a life-changing experience that 

deepens faith and builds lasting friendships. 

 

At this early stage, we are reaching out to parishes to gauge interest from youth, families, and leaders who 

may wish to participate in this pilgrimage. Please reach out to see preliminary travel proposals that include 

youth hostel accommodations for: 

-7 nights in Seoul with roundtrip transfers 

-9 nights in Seoul with roundtrip transfers and a full-day tour 

 

Please note: Expressing interest at this stage is simply to help with planning and does not commit you to 

the trip. If you have anyone interested, email Fr. Joseph Thomas who is organizing 

at: jthomas@rcdvictoria.org  

 

 

 

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/jawl-bundon-bursary
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/char-deslippe-award
http://www.grieftogracecanada.org/
mailto:grieftogracekelowna@gmail.com
mailto:jthomas@rcdvictoria.org


 

KATESISMONG PILIPINO (KP) – FLORES DE MAYO FILIPINO MASS 
Filipino Catechism of the Catholic Church here in Victoria are inviting the Diocese community to their 2nd 

Quarter Filipino Mass on Saturday, May 30, 2026 at 6:00 PM, at Holy Cross Catholic Church. 

  

This Eucharistic celebration forms part of Flores de Mayo (“Flowers of May”), a beloved Filipino devotion 

celebrated throughout the month of May in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a meaningful expression 

of faith that brings together families and communities in prayer, cultural tradition, and Marian devotion. 

 

 

KAIROS BLANKET EXERCISE AT SACRED HEART PARISH 

In the spirit of Truth and Reconciliation, the Catholic Women's League of Sacred Heart Parish is pleased to 

announce the KAIROS Blanket Exercise in the Parish Hall on Saturday, May 23rd from 9:30-12noon. The 

blanket exercise is a powerful interactive and experiential activity that walks people through 500 years of 

historic and current relationships between indigenous and non-indigenous peoples in Canada. This 

educational exercise guided by trained facilitators is great for members of parish councils and finance 

councils to deepen their learning. 

 

After a coffee and goodies break, the session will conclude with a debriefing, conducted as a “talking 

circle”. If you have any questions and to register, contact Margie Noonan at margielnoonan@gmail.com 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday: 6:30am 

Tuesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Wednesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Thursday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

Friday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

 

 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday: 6:30am 

Saturday: 5:00pm (Livestream) 

Sunday: 10:00am 

Sunday: 6:00pm 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH  

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group All Youth Grades 6 - 12 are invited to 

join us on Saturday evenings following! For more 

information, please contact: 
SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com

 

mailto:margielnoonan@gmail.com
mailto:SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com


  

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 


